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by itself moves nothing' ;z and Plato had anticipated, and advanced be-
yond, this merely negative Aristotelian dictum in his myth of the Soul
as a charioteer driving two mettlesome steeds of diverse temperaments.3
All the same, it was left to the children of a Western Civilization, affi-
liated to the Hellenic, eventually to follow up these Hellenic surmises by
tardily embarking, in a post-Modern Age of Western history, on the
scientific exploration of a psychic underworld that had been familiar to
Indie and Sinic contemporaries of the Hellenic discoverers of the Intel-
lect, and that had been the source of every poet's and prophet's inspira-
tion in all times and places.

In the Western World in the writer's generation a Western science of
Psychology was still in its infancy; yet the pioneers had already carried
their reconnaissances far enough to enable C. G. Jung to report that the
subconscious abyss on whose surface each individual human personality's
conscious intellect and will were afloat was not an undifferentiated chaos
but was an articulated universe in which one layer of psychic activity
could be discerned below another. The nearest layer to the surface
appeared to be a Personal Subconscious deposited by a personality's
individual experiences in the course of his or her own life up to date;
the deepest layer to which the explorers had so far penetrated appeared to
be a Racial Subconscious that was not peculiar to any individual but was
common to all human beings, inasmuch as the Primordial Images
latent there reflected the common experiences of Mankind, deposited
during the infancy of the Human Race, if not at a stage before Man had
yet become completely human. On this showing, it was perhaps not un-
reasonable to surmise that, in between the uppermost and the lower-
most of the layers of the Subconscious that Western scientists had so far
succeeded in bringing within their ken, there might be intermediate^
layers deposited neither by racial experience nor by personal experience, *
but by corporate experience of a supra-personal but infra-racial range.
There might be layers of experience common to a family, common to a
community, or common to a society; and, if, at the next level above the
Primordial Images common to the whole Human Race, there should
indeed prove to be images expressing the peculiar ethos of a particular
society, the impress of these on the Psyche might account for the length
of the periods which certain social processes seemed to require in order
to work themselves out.3

For example, one such social image that was manifestly apt to imprint
itself deeply on the subconscious psychic life of the children of a civiliza-
tion in process of growth was the idol of the parochial sovereign state;
and it can readily be imagined that, even after this idol had begun to
exact from its devotees human sacrifices as grim as any that the Canaan-
ites ever paid to Moloch or the Bengalis to Juggernaut, the victims of a
demon which these victims themselves had conjured up might well need
the poignant experience, not just of a single life-time and not just of one
concatenation of three generation cycles, but of a span of not less than

1 Aristotle: Ethtca Nicomachea, Z 2, pp. 1139 A-B, quoted in III. iii, 231. n. i, and
on p. 395, below.
* Plato:

, 24&A-257B.
3 This consideration has been anticipated in IX. via. 115-16.